as adopted by systematic writers, together with an outline of the causes most frequently conducing to its development, he refers to the importance, at the commencement of an attack of insanity, of accurately discriminating its cause, and the state of system under which it appears, as upon the treatment pursued at this period most frequently depends the result of the case, and whether it shall rapidly subside or terminate in a chronic form of the disease. " There is always extreme irritability in incipient insanity. Generally the brain suffers first, then some other organ. The great object, however, is always in the first to allay irritation, and to endeavour to ascertain whether the brain was primarily affected, or whether insanity followed some visceral affection. It is of the greatest importance to determine whether insanity is symptomatic or idiopathic ; whether the result of mere error of perception, [?] or whether the medium through [July, which we reason is at fault. Mind is independent of matter [!] 
